
 

Opening & Welcome  

Call to Worship  

Leader 1 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

Leader  2

Brothers and sisters, we are united today with fellow believers throughout the 
world as we gather to pray for the visible unity of the Church. We do this with 
worship resources prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches. Our theme 
is inspired by the visit of the Magi to the new-born King, as described in the 
Gospel according to Saint Matthew: “We observed his star in the East, and have 
come to pay him homage.” Let us fix our eyes on the star that was seen in the 
East and allow it to lead us too. 

Glory be to you Father Almighty, for you have revealed yourself through your 
creation and invite all people to gather in your presence. We have seen the star 
of Jesus in our lives and have come to worship him just as the Magi did. We offer 
him ourselves today and we ask for the presence of the Holy Spirit among us. 

All Unite us as we come to worship the king, all glorious 
above. Amen. 

Hymn 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed

Lord, the light of your love 

Lord, the light of your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us

Set us free by the truth you now bring us

Shine on me, shine on me


Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light


As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story

Shine on me, shine on me


Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light.
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   Prayer of Praise and Confession  

Reader 1 We glorify you, O Lord, creator of heaven and earth, for you 
have set the lights in the vault of the sky. You separated light 
from darkness and arranged signs to mark sacred times, and 
days and years. You studded the firmament with stars. How 
majestic are your works, the heavens declare your glory and the 
skies proclaim the work of your hands! 

All We glorify you, O Lord. 

Reader 2  We praise you for you did not abandon us despite our rebellion but 
sent your Son to brighten our darkness and be our light and our 
salvation. And the light shines in the darkness. 

All We praise you, O Lord. 

Reader 3   We worship you, O Lord, for you accompany us in the chaos of  our 
life through the power of your Holy Spirit. You light up our paths 
and give us wisdom and faith in a world of untruth and doubt. 

All   We worship you, O Lord. 

Reader 1 We thank you, O Lord, for you send us into the world to 
witness to this light, in our various churches and diverse 
cultures, and to proclaim the Good News to Jesus, the one true 
King, offering ourselves to him.  

All We thank you, O Lord. 

Reader 2

All

Reader 3 Lord have mercy
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May all the peoples bow before you and worship you.  We have 
often preferred darkness, but you give us light.  Therefore we come 
to you confessing our sins and saying:

We confess that we have turned from your ways.  We have 
harmed your good creation through our greed.  We have 
polluted and poisoned the air, earth and water, destroying 
habitats and species.

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
to set the captive free;
to take away transgression,
and rule in equity.

He comes with succour speedy
to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong;
to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying,
are precious in his sight.

He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
spring in his path to birth.
Before him on the mountains,
shall peace, the herald, go,
and righteousness, in fountains,
from hill to valley flow.

Hills of the north rejoice!

Hills of the north, rejoice; 
river and mountain spring, 
hark to the advent voice; 
valley and lowland, sing; 
though absent long, your Lord is nigh; 
he judgment brings and victory.

Isles of the southern seas, 
deep in your coral caves 
pent be each warring breeze, 
lulled be your restless waves: 
he comes to reign with boundless sway, 
and makes your wastes his great highway.

Lands of the East, awake, 
soon shall your sons be free; 
the sleep of ages break, 
and rise to liberty. 
On your far hills, long cold and gray, 
has dawned the everlasting day.

Shores of the utmost West, 
ye that have waited long, 
unvisited, unblessed, 
break forth to swelling song; 
high raise the note, that Jesus died, 
yet lives and reigns, the Crucified.

Shout, while ye journey home; 
songs be in every mouth; 
lo, from the North we come, 
from East, and West, and South. 
city of God, the bond are free, 
we come to live and reign in thee!
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We pray for our churches in this changing world. 
Lord, help us to find new and creative ways to follow you and to 
witness to you so that the world may believe. 

All  O, Lord, hear our prayer 

When the Magi saw the holy child, they rejoiced with great joy. 
Heavenly Father, fix our eyes on him so we do not lose our way. Unite 
us in the Lord Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life, and who 
has taught us to pray, saying: 

All  Our Father in heaven... 

Hymn  

Lord the light of your love  

Sending and Blessing
 
 

Leader  1 Go now and live as children of light.

All For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right 
and true.

Leader  1 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness.

All Let us wake from sleep and Christ will shine upon us. 
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All We have acted selfishly towards our brothers and sisters.  
We have put our own needs and desires above our 
commitment to justice.  We have built walls between us and 
planted seeds of mistrust.

Reader 1 Lord have mercy

All Christ have mercy

All We have divided people based on ethnicity and culture, 
discriminating instead of celebrating difference.  We have 
waged war, claiming Jesus for our side.  

Reader 2 Lord have mercy  

All Christ have mercy.

All Forgive all these thoughts and deeds, O Lord, as we come 
before you in repentance.

Reader 3 Lord have mercy.

All Christ have mercy

Reader 1 Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ transform us into 
his glorious image so we can shine as a beacon of hope in our 
troubled world.

All Thanks be to God, whom we praise with all our voices

   

Hymn:     Hills of the north rejoice 
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Prayers of Intercession led by Revd Cliff Shanganya 

We pray today for all Christian communities around the world in 
their diversity of worship and tradition.  We pray for those 
particularly in areas of the world where the presence and survival of 
the Church is threatened by violence and oppression.  

All  O Lord hear our prayer

We pray for children living in places in the world where violence 
continues. Strengthen, O Lord, the bonds of unity and mutual love 
among our churches and help us to cooperate and witness to your 
holy Name. Inspire us to work without ceasing in order to defend 
the oppressed and include the marginalised. Encourage us to stand
together in the face of tyranny and oppressive regimes as we seek 
your Kingdom among us. 

All O Lord hear our prayer

We pray for all the refugees and uprooted people in this world. 
Equip us, Lord, to show hospitality to those driven from their 
homes, and grant us the spirit of welcome to those looking for a 
safe haven. 

All O Lord, hear our prayer 

The birth of Jesus was good news for all, gathering people from 
different nations and religions in worship of the holy child. 
We pray for our efforts to seek harmony and dialogue with other 
religions.  Lord, give us humility, respect  and patience to walk with 
others on their journey.

All O Lord hear our prayer

Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 8     
Reader 4 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 

All  Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a safe 
place, to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars that you have established; 

All  What are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals 
that you care for them? 

Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them 
with glory and honour. 

All You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under their feet, 

all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the 
air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the 
seas.

All O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth!

Reading  Matt 2:1-12

Sermon 

Sharing Christ’s light 
Leader 2 As the Magi followed the star to Bethlehem, we gather together 

uniting our own gifts and prayers for the visible unity of the Church.  
As we journey towards that goal, may our lives together give a 
luminous witness that leads others to know Christ.  Let us pray….

4


