
The benefice of 
St Withburga, Holkham, All Saints, Warham

All Saints, Wighton and St. Nicholas, Wells - next - the - Sea

Sunday 17th July 2022
Fifth Sunday After Trinity Proper 11

Todays Services
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Withburga, Holkham

Which will be recorded and uploaded on to YouTube later in the day
11am Holy Communion at St. Nicholas, Wells

Please stay for refreshments after this service
6.30pm   Evening Prayer with Healing at St. Nicholas, Wells 

and via Zoom

What can I give him,
 poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb,

If I were a Wise Man, 
I would do my part,

Yet what I can I give him: 
give my heart.

Rector :- The Revd. Brenda Stewart 01328 710628 bas@con-brio.com
Churchwardens:
St Withburga, Holkham Johnny Coke      01328 711358  wjcoke@googlemail.com 
All Saints, Wighton           Alan Groom            01328 821996 alangroom56@yahoo.co.uk
St Nicholas, Wells            Kate Clodd              01328 711312  kate.clodd321@gmail.com 
                                         Margaret Sheppard 01328 710584 margaret.sheppard222@gmail.com
Benefice Pew Sheet:        Rachel Newstead    rknewstead9@gmail.com
Website: www.stnicholaswells.co.uk    YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCbV-lSQ1HQ1jZvnESfrY2A

Our Prayers
In our benefice this week we pray especially :-
- for those who need our prayers - Jools and David Saunders, Lyudmyla Taylor, Evelyn Waits, Amanda Newton, Tony Parkington and 
Stella Richardson.
- for those who have died recently - Diana Claxton, Richard Goble, Canon Patrick Foreman and Peggy Offord.
- for those who have died at this time in years past - Eileen Pentney, Monica Escalante and Williams Collins

G

Wells Churches collect for the Food bank. The collection boxes are now back in The Friends Meeting House.  Wells hospital and the Co-op are working together and 
deliveries are made from the hospital to those who need it in Wells and villages.  Assistance can also be given to those struggling due to the rising cost of fuel.

Next Sunday 24th July 
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Withburga, Holkham
11am Holy Communion at St. Nicholas, Wells 

Which will be recorded and uploaded on to YouTube later in the day
Please stay for refreshments after this service

3pm Songs of Praise at St. Mary Magdalene, Warham
Followed by Pimms in the Churchyard

6.30pm   Celtic Evening Prayer at St. Nicholas, Wells
 and via Zoom

This Week
Tuesday 19th
10am Norfolk Wildlife Trust - Bird and Bat box making
Wednesday 20th 
10.30am Joint service at the Methodist Chapel 
Thursday 21st
12noon Funeral of Diana Claxton at St. Withburga, 

Holkham
Saturday 23rd
2.30pm Funeral of Richard Goble at the Methodist Chapel 

followed by burial at Wells cemetery  

Congratulations to Martyn Lorenz & Kylie Lane 
who were married at Wells yesterday

Songs of Praise 
Sunday 24th 3.00pm

St Mary Magdalene Warham 
followed by Pimms in the 

Dates for your diary
August 
Tues 2nd 10am-4pm St. Nicholas and All Saints Wighton have both 
got stalls at the Carnival Food and Craft Fair
Weds 10th 10am-1pm Norfolk Wildlife Trust ‘Habitats and Minibeasts’ 
morning for young families. 
Tues 16th 10-12.30am Julian of Norwich Retreat. Gt Ryburgh church
Thurs 18th 6.00/6.30 St. Nicholas BBQ at The Midden. Proceeds for our 
Overseas Missions. £7.00
Sun 21st 3.00pm   Great Duck Race in Wighton

Calling all Cake-Makers!! 
St Nicholas is holding a Bumper Cake Stall on the Buttlands on 
Tuesday, 2nd August, Carnival Week.
Could you please let Alison Bowles know if you could provide a 
cake(s)/ traybake//muffins etc? 
Home and Garden Produce also very welcome. Thank you 



The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry

they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 18.1-10a
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three 
men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 
entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, ‘My 
lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 
tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and 
after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.’ So 
they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ And Abraham hastened into the tent 
to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ Abraham ran to the herd, and took a 
calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had 
prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree 
while they ate.
They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in 
the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and 
your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ 

New Testament Reading Colossians 1.15-28
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross.
And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as 
to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him— 
provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the 
faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, 
Paul, became a servant of this gospel.
I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 

completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his 
body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s 
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God 
fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages 
and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them 
God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in 
Christ.

The Gospel Luke 10.38-42
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a 
sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he 
was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she 
came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left 
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the 
Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 
by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her.’

Post Communion Prayer
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,

that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered
by your governance,

that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Today’s Readings

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Women in Jesus’ day weren’t supposed to be interested in learning. 
Like many taboos of the time this was one Jesus was in the habit of 
riding over roughshod The prejudice survives in Afghanistan and the 
North-west Frontier and is sometimes brutally enforced. Remember 
Malala Yousafzai?. Though in her case shooting her in the head had 
the opposite effect to the one intended; she has became an 
international advocate for women’s education. 
Pre-war the same attitude was encouraged by the Nazis, but until 
last year the most powerful, and probably able, politician in Europe 
was the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel. 
Mary was ahead of her time, Martha was trapped in the conventional 
role, catering for the honoured guest.  Jesus didn’t give two hoots  
about being an ‘honoured guest’.  Mary understood what he was 
there for and was lapping it up. 
Many people think Martha gets the rough deal in this story. But 
Jesus was changing the world - turning it upside down as it says in 
the Acts of  the Apostles. He’s very gentle with Martha. Having your 
world turned upside down is frightening. A generation ago many 
found  security in ‘knowing their place’.          
Mary found her security in the dangerous love of Jesus.
Bully for her.- but Martha, we do sympathise.

Fr Peter

Imagining the future.
We see the ministry of the whole of the Diocese of Norwich as being about how we live our life together for the flourishing of every person in every 
place. Transformed by Christ: prayerful, pastoral and prophetic. 
“We are called to listen ever more attentively to the God who seeks to bring transformation in Christ to us. Who longs for us to be a prayerful people, a 
pastoral people and a prophetic people.”   – Bishop Graham
We join in Christ’s mission, conscious of the five marks of mission of the Anglican Communion, through responding to God and the world.
*We will prayerfully proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom, rooting ourselves in Scripture and the sacraments. We will wait upon God in stillness, 
contemplation and intercession. Our corporate prayer, an ongoing conversation with God, will embrace traditional, fresh expressions, online and 
evolving models of being Church.
*We will pastorally model the ministry of the whole people of God after Jesus the good shepherd. We will respond with loving service to the needs of 
the communities where we live and work, and teach, baptise and nurture new believers.
*We will prophetically speak out and act, with the fire of the Holy Spirit, challenging injustice, confronting violence, and working for peace and 
reconciliation. 
*We will seek to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.
Being open to all of this will enable God in Jesus to accomplish far more than all we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3.20).
We are called to be faithful, as God is always faithful to us. By prayerfully placing the life of the diocese where our sails can 
best catch the wind of the Holy Spirit, God will take us where God wills.


