
The Benefice of St Withburga Holkham, All Saints Warham
All Saints Wighton and St. Nicholas Wells-next-the-Sea
Sunday 7th August 2022 8th Sunday after Trinity Proper 14

Today's Services
9.30am Holy Communion at St Withburga, Holkham Dates for your diary:
This service will be recorded and uploaded to YouTube later in the day  
11.00am Worship for All at St Nicholas, Wells Tues 16th 10-12.30am 
6.30pm Taize Worship at St Nicholas, Wells Julian  of Norwich Retreat at

Great Ryburgh church. 
This Week
Weds 10th August Thurs 18th 6.00/6.30pm 
10am-1pm Norfolk Wildlife Trust St. Nicholas BBQ at The Midden.  
‘Habitats and Minibeasts’ Hope you can come and join in; it’s always 
morning for young families. been a great evening with delicious food. 
10.30am Prayer and Praise at the Methodist Church Please sign the list in church. Bring your 

own drink, plates and cutlery. 
Next Sunday 14th August Proceeds for our Overseas Missions. £7.00
9.30am Holy Communion at All Saints, Wighton
11.00am Holy Communion at St Nicholas, Wells Thurs 25th 2.30pm 
6.30pm Healing Service at St Nicholas, Wells Funeral of Tony Parkington

at Mintlyn Crematorium 
Overseas Missions
Mission to Seafarers:- The Mission record the level of Seafarers Sunday 28th 7.00pm
Happiness which showed a record low in the last quarter, but Lifeboat Service on the Quay
the levels are now recovering. Their well being has finally begun
to lift morale and mindset on board, this is mainly due to  more Wed 31st 7.00pm 
vaccinations, more frequent crew changes and wage rises. Welcome service for Rev Jonathan Bell
We pray that this continues with thoughtful leadership  and as our new  Methodist minister at Holt 
working together, so that solutions can continue to improve the Methodist Church.
quality of life at sea for seafarers. 

Sat 10th September 
St Nicholas Churchyard Family Activities Norfolk Churches Cycle Ride 
         with the Norfolk Wildlife Trust - More Details to Follow

        Wed. 10th, 17th & 24th August, 10am - 12am
        MINI-BEASTS, WILD ART & STORY-TELLING

FREE lunch (for children only) provided by 
                  Wells Community Hospital Trust   
           funded by the ‘Well,Well, Wells’ Restoration Project.
         To book a place, call WCHT 01328 711996
Contact Alison Bowles for more info 0749474 749999

Wells Churches collect for the Food bank. 
Please make your donations at the Coop or Wells Community Hospital. Wells hospital and the Co-op are working together and deliveries 
are made from the hospital to those who need it in Wells and villages. 
Assistance can also be given to those struggling due to the rising cost of fuel.

St Nicholas Bumper Cake Stall
Many thanks to all those who baked for the St Nicholas Church Cake Stall on the
Buttlands on Tuesday.  The tables were heaving with tempting goodies and by 3.30
we sold out.  A total of £254.50 was raised for church running costs.
Our Prayers
In our benefice this week we pray especially :-
- for those who need our prayers - Keeley Tipper, Joolz & David Saunders, Lyudmyla Taylor, 
Evelyn Waits, Amanda Newton and Stella Richardson.
- for those who have died recently -  Paul Vertigan, Tony Parkington, Susan Hewitt, Jack Nudds, Jean Clark. 
- for those who have died at this time in years past - Ron Tabor, Margaret Palmer, Shirley Dobson
Rector :- The Revd. Brenda Stewart 01328 710628 bas@con-brio.com
Churchwardens: Benefice Pew Sheet: 
St Withburga, Holkham Johnny Coke 01328 711358 wjcoke@googlemail.com Rev Brenda 
All Saints, Wighton Alan Groom 01328 821996 alangroom56@yahoo.co.uk bas@con-brio.com
St Nicholas, Wells Kate Clodd 01328 711312 kate.clodd321@gmail.com Website: www.stnicholaswells.co.uk 
Margaret Sheppard 01328 710584 margaret.sheppard222@gmail.com YouTube: St Nicholas Church Wells 



Today's Readings
Genesis 15:1-6
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so 
a slave born in my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ He brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards 
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants 
be.’ And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to 
set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as 
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as 
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” All of these died in faith without 
having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they 
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are 
seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
Luke 12:32-40
‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return
from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten 
his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of 
the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. ‘But know this: if the owner of the 
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 19  89, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org 
Trinity 8 Collect Trinity 8 Post Communion
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, Strengthen for service, Lord,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and the hands that have taken holy things;
govern both our hearts and bodies may the ears which have heard your 
in the ways of your laws word be deaf to clamour and dispute;
and the works of your commandments; may the tongues which have sung your
that through your most mighty protection, praise be free from deceit;
both here and ever, may the eyes which have seen the 
we may be preserved in body and soul; tokens of your love shine with the light
through our Lord Jesus Christ, of hope; and may the bodies which 
who is alive and reigns with you, have been fed with your body be 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, refreshed with the fullness of your life;
one God, now and for ever. Amen. glory to you forever.

This week's readings:
Sometime in the late 19th century the Jehovah’s Witnesses added up various dates in the apocalyptic books in the Bible, notably Daniel and the Revelation 
to St. John the Divine,  and “calculated” that the Devil would descend to earth in 1914. At the time they seemed to have scored a bullseye. But of course on 
that basis the Devil has made many repeat visits since - 1939 for a start - not to mention 1942 , the year the “Final solution” was decided on, and 1945, the 
year of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, for if anything was truly demonic among the manifold evils of the time, it was the use of the atomic bomb on civilian 
targets, among them the only Christian city in Japan. A horror was let loose that continues to haunt the world to this day.
In about 1981 people in my parish started telling me a horror story -  that autumn the planets were all going to line up precisely and the combined 
gravitational force would mean the end of the universe. I did a bit of research and discovered this happened every hundred and seventy odd years, so I 
kept my mouth shut and sat tight, and if the end of the universe came I must have missed it.
This urge to find predictions of disaster seems built into the human psyche. Nasty things need supernatural explanations. And there are plenty of those 
around. The internet is a breeding ground for conspiracy theories, which are in the same general area
Jesus is warning his disciples not to fall into this trap. 40 years later Jerusalem was burnt to the ground, for the simple reason that the inhabitants thought 
they could drive out the Romans, and learnt about power politics the hard way.
The Kingdom comes, says Jesus, not when supernatural events happen, but when God’s people  do his will on earth (in this real world) as it is in heaven, 
(God’s perfect world). Over to you and me to be signs of the coming of the Son of Man. 

http://nrsvbibles.org/

