The benefice of
St Withburga, Holkham, All Saints, Warham
All Saints, Wighton and St. Nicholas, Wells - next - the - Sea
Sunday 22nd May 2022

Todays Services
9.30am Morning Prayer with Baptism of Alexis Pistorius
at All Saints, Wighton
11.00am Holy Communion at St. Nicholas, Wells
Which will be recorded and uploaded to YouTube later in the day

There will be a Traidcraft Stall available after this service
Please stay for refreshments after this service

6.30pm Celtic Evening Prayer at St. Nicholas, Wells
and via Zoom

6th Sunday of Easter

Music in May
Mon 23rd

12Noon

Mon 30th

12Noon

Monday lunchtime concerts are free and are followed by a soup lunch (£5)
Tickets for the Friday and Saturday concerts are £10,
Glasses of wine, soft drinks and light refreshments will be available after the
evening concerts.
The afternoon concert will be followed by tea or coffee and cake,
Tickets available from Kate or Alison

This Week
Monday 23rd
12 Noon
Musical Entertainment from the Wells Schools See Music in May box
3pm
Wells Action for Fairtrade meeting at the Friends
Meeting House
Wednesday 25th
10am
Holy Communion at St. Nicholas, Wells
Thursday 26th
2pm
Funeral of Betty Emerson at St. Nicholas, Wells
Saturday 28th
10am - 8pm
Music Marathon

Next Sunday 29th May
9.30am Matins at St. Withburga, Holkham
11am Holy Communion at St. Nicholas, Wells
Please stay for refreshments after this service

6.30pm Evening Prayer at St. Nicholas, Wells

Musical Entertainment from the Wells
Schools
Anamusica - 14 year old Organ
scholar who also plays piano and cello

Music Marathon
10 hours of continuous music in aid of our Organ
Refurbishment;
PLEASE come if you can.
7-8pm The Grand Finale - Concert with Martin Holford
(organ) and Matthew Preston (piano). They will play Music to
celebrate 70years of Her Majesty The Queen.
There are copies of the programme on the bier to take away
and to take away and share with friends, family and
neighbours.
Light refreshments provided all day.
If you would like to donate for the organ fund, please fill in the
sponsor form and either use the SumUp card reader or put cash or a
cheque in a white labelled ‘Organ Fund’ envelope.

Mission Overseas
USPG:- The new prayer booklets are available on the bier - please
take one. This week we are praying for Anglicare in South Australia,
as they work for love, hope and justice in Australia and abroad. May
we learn from and listen to each other in all we do.

Our Prayers
In our benefice this week we pray especially :- for those who need our prayers - Archdeacon Ian Bentley, Evelyn Waits, Amanda Newton, Tony Parkington
and Stella Richardson.
- for those who have died recently - Claire Tabor, Betty Emerson, George Knox and Jenny Pickering
- for those who have died at this time in years past - Melvin Pearson, Elena Condetoroteanu and Nell Clodd
Funerals

Betty Emerson at St. Nicholas, Wells on Thurday 26th May, 2pm
Claire Tabor at St. Nicholas, Wells on Monday 30th May at 1.30pm
Jacqueline Nichol of Wighton, at Cromer Crematorium on Tuesday 31st May at 1.00pm

Wells Churches collect for the Food bank. The collection boxes are now back in St Nicholas’ church, Wells hospital
and the Co-op are working together and deliveries are made from the hospital to those who need it in Wells and
villages. Assistance can also be given to those struggling due to the rising cost of fuel.

Polite notice - Could you please park on the
road if at all possible as the grass is getting very
muddy. Church Wardens @ St. Nicholas

Rector :- The Revd. Brenda Stewart 01328 710628 bas@con-brio.com
Churchwardens:
St Withburga, Holkham
All Saints, Wighton
St Nicholas, Wells

Johnny Coke
01328 711358 wjcoke@googlemail.com
Alan Groom
01328 821996 alangroom56@yahoo.co.uk
Kate Clodd
01328 711312 kate.clodd321@gmail.com
Margaret Sheppard 01328 710584 margaret.sheppard222@gmail.com
Benefice Pew Sheet:
Rachel Newstead rknewstead9@gmail.com
Website: www.stnicholaswells.co.uk YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCbV-lSQ1HQ1jZvnESfrY2A

Today’s Readings
The Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
First Reading
Acts 16.9-15
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to
Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced
that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and
a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On
the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman
named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.
When she and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.
Second Reading
Revelation 21.10,22 - 22.5
In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven from God.
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp
is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of

the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be
shut by day - and there will be no night there. People will
bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations. But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in
the Lamb’s book of life.
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb
through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found
there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no
more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever.
The Gospel
John 5.1-9
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up
to Jerusalem.
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in
Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay
many invalids - blind, lame, and paralysed. One man was
there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw
him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time,
he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man
answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way,
someone else steps down ahead of me.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ At once the man was
made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.
Now that day was a sabbath.
Post Communion Prayer
God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

The little dialogue between Jesus and the cripple at the pool raises several questions. The man presumably didn’t sleep all night on the
steps, nor stay in the same position all the day. At least the area around him would have been pretty foul. And he must have eaten.
He had helpers to bring hIm from home every morning and even if he had subsisted by begging he would have had to buy food
somewhere. People used to put disabled members of their family out to beg. It became a living of sorts, though usually fairly rapidly
more of a dying. By hanging on for thirty eight-years he’d done pretty well. Longer than the average expectation of life, probably. Over
thirty-eight years somebody could’ve found the time to help him, if only one of his family. But there again he probably made more
money for them lying down by the pool than he would have doing a job.
And it is often more convenient to give money, rather than muck in and offer real help
These thoughts were prompted by Jesus’ question to him: “ Do you want to get well?” It sounds a bit callous at first. but see it as a
challenge. Perhaps the man has given up hope. Perhaps his family have given him a role - the family beggar - and he has accepted it.
His explanation sounds a bit feeble. Could he not have struggled down to the water in thirty-eight years?
But he accepts Jesus’ challenge and picks up his bed and walks. On a Saturday! Naughty. The snobbish
Sadducees and the more pedantic school among the Pharisees (who weren’t all like that) were
scandalised.
Picture yourself as someone in the story (better perhaps not Jesus ) Am I a well-meaning person with a
few bob to spare? and go home feeling, well I’ve one my little bit? Am | someone who finds dossers lower
the tone of the neighbourhood? And wants the council to do something about it (preferably without
increasing the council tax)? Someone who thinks it’s probably thinks it’s the man’s own fault, and no
responsibility of yours? Or what am I?
Fr Peter
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